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temperament and inclination outside of the current
naturalistic and impressionistic tendencies, he revealed,
in two early collections of poetry, little original
strength beyond a sentimental attachment to his na-
tive city, Prague, and a lively though undisciplined
sensitiveness to certain aesthetic experiences. In his
first work he had not yet brought himself to the in-
tensity of devotion or, above all, the sharpness of spe-
cific observation that became the conspicuous quality
of his later poetry. "With Traumgekront (1897), Ad-
vent (1898), and Mir zu Feier (1899), Rilke began
to move towards a more and more depersonalized
idiom. The first part of the Stunden-Buch, written in
1899 and published in 1905, together with Von der
Pilgerscbaft and Von der Anunth und vom Tode,
intensifies the impression of an imagination stirred but
sometimes clouded by religious fervor.

From 1899 on> he wandered restlessly from one
country to another; he traveled in Russia, learned
Russian, and on two occasions (in 1899 and 1900)
visited Tolstoy. Overwhelmed by the eastern land-
scape, he crystallized his discovery of the immeasur-
able presence of God in his graceful Gescbicbten vom
lieben Gott (1900, 1904). He seemed at home in all
parts of Europe; whether in Paris or Munich, Scandi-
navia, Spain, Italy, or Switzerland, he developed and
deepened everywhere his characteristic sense of space
and physical reality. For two years he lived in the
painters' colony near Worpswede, where, determined
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